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Protection of Bona Fide Third Parties in the Disposal of Criminal

Case Property
ZHAO Yue
(Anhui Guoyun Law Firm, Hefei 230000, Anhui, China)

Abstract: The disposal of property involved in criminal cases has long been oriented toward recovering losses, with weak
protection for third parties. This article argues that good faith acquisition should apply in criminal recovery: recovery restores the
proper attribution of property rather than imposing punishment, and therefore cannot be asserted against a bona fide third party.
Where such a party has acquired the right, recovery should target the offender's other property or its value. The requirements
should follow Article 311 of the Civil Code, adapted to the criminal context: actual possession for delivery, a reasonable and paid
price for consideration, and absence of knowledge or gross negligence at the time of acquisition. Procedurally, an interested-
party participation, proof, hearing, and ruling mechanism should be established, so that claims are examined substantively rather
than only through post hoc execution objections.
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