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Seizure and Realization of Data Assets in Civil Enforcement
ZHAO Yue
(Anhui Guoyun Law Firm, Hefei 230000, Anhui, China)

Abstract: Whether data can be an object of enforcement depends on two preliminary questions: the nature of the debtor's
proprietary interest, and whether that interest can be seized, valued and realized. This article argues that the object of
enforcement is not the information content as such but the bundle of proprietary powers over data, namely holding, use, profit
and disposition. Ownership should be assessed in three layers: data subjects hold personality-based interests, processors hold
limited exclusive rights over the datasets they create, and operators hold transferable commercial interests in data products. Only
the latter two are enforceable, subject to legality, disposability, transferability and valuability. Seizure should operate as a seizure
of rights rather than a physical taking, by prohibiting transfer, restricting access and appointing a custodian. Realization may take
the form of overall transfer, auction of licensing rights, or acceptance in satisfaction of debt, but never mere copying and delivery.
Personal information must be anonymized or separately consented to before transfer.
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