FRISE B R B A PR B F R R SR
i3

VAL HERR 0 ff A8 5 B SN R 69 1R A A o o

AR 2K
(ZHEBERIMES AT, ZH A0 2300000

FEE: TR B URARE T EORRG MBS 1%, SR TR o 4 P S 5Tt RN IR 246 R SR 2 35 A 1
(i) R o TR VR VAV RIVE MR L AR R BRE T VR A RIS BTG [, B bl B AR R X RS
PR I HERR (A RIEBEESLUE LT85 BB — T — 8 /T 5 RS o 35 IR R 1 — Rl ), —
FHZ TG EORE 5 . SES R EISE I =R . — R — A TRZEEE KA, & LOREE
MSCHE, ZRAEWE AN TATIREN RFVRA SR =M UEIE, (R — B F R A F 6 4
ARICEK, A R UR ARt IR R, SN BRI T RS B s SR
PR BRyE L R Sr, R RSB FIFE FEE Y R . HEit, vEBEEMr R VRIA R N 25 al A AT
CLAATIRYE, AR — KA EBIAMERE I, BDMRE N S A E i O™ SR B N, KR
. ORE, P, ERSEEMEETMLTE, SRaAMreRTE. dRICTEMEX A R,
R, DRSS BRETE. RRERR. FEEMASE, JE4H FEER TS ATEK
SEONTRIE R sk, BE4E TRIHERE TR, WAEEE AR R .

KR P IR PRI WRBUR: B R: B

FEISHES: D252 EFFIRE: A XFEHRS: WILT(2026)02-0014-12

Admission and Limits of Compensation for Mental Distress in

Criminal Supplementary Civil Actions

ZHAO Yue
(Anhui Guoyun Law Firm, Hefei 230000, Anhui, China)

Abstract: Whether mental distress may be claimed in a criminal supplementary civil action is a recurring yet unresolved
issue in criminal adjudication. The judicial interpretation of the Criminal Procedure Law limits the scope of compensation to
material loss, understood doctrinally as excluding mental distress, while the Civil Code establishes general rules for such
compensation, creating a normative conflict. Three approaches coexist in practice: blanket rejection, de facto support through
mediation, and support in separate civil actions, so that identical harm receives different treatment. This article argues that the
exclusion in supplementary civil actions is procedural rather than substantive: the claim exists under the Civil Code, but its
procedural channel is restricted. Courts should therefore inform victims of the possibility of a separate action rather than dismiss
the claim outright. As to exceptions, the entry point should be infringement of personal rights causing serious mental distress,
distinguishing crimes against personal dignity such as rape, indecent assault, trafficking and abuse from purely pecuniary or
negligent offences. As to amount, a three-tier structure should be adopted, taking disability grade, means of infringement,
duration and lasting effects as parameters, adjusted by the local average living standard of the previous year.
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