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Judicial Remedies for Membership Rights in Rural Collective

Economic Organizations
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(Anhui Guoyun Law Firm, Hefei 230000, Anhui, China)

Abstract: Membership rights in rural collective economic organizations are a bundle of rights enjoyed by villagers by virtue
of their member status. The Rural Collective Economic Organizations Law confirms their legal status, yet three obstacles remain:
inconsistent tests for identity, divergent standards of review for collective resolutions and unclear rules of distribution. This
article argues that membership rights are composite rights combining status and property, so remedies cannot simply follow the
logic of obligations nor rely wholly on administrative channels. Identity should be determined by household registration as the
base, production and living relations as the substance and basic livelihood security as the floor. Review of resolutions should
distinguish procedural from substantive defects: the former leads to avoidance, the latter to invalidity where fundamental rights
are infringed. Distribution should respect collective autonomy, yet differential treatment requires justification and cannot be
shielded by autonomy alone.

Key words: rural collective economic organization; membership rights; identity determination; collective resolution;
distribution of proceeds
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